
OLVER SCORES VICTORY ON GLOBAL WARMING

  

HOUSE APPROVES OLVER'S AMENDMENT TO AGRICULTURE APPROPRIATIONS                BILL

Washington -Congressman John Olver (D-MA) has succeeded in offering                  an amendment to the FY02 Agriculture spending bill that will allow                  federal agencies to continue programs designed to slow global                  climate change. Olver offered the amendment with Congressman Wayne                  Gilchrest (R-MD). Olver and Gilchrest are the co-chairs of the                  Congressional Climate Change Caucus. The amendment passed by voice                  vote.

                 "My amendment will permit federal agencies to work on programs                  that combat global warming," Olver said. "The science                  is clear that our climate is changing, and the federal government                  should make every possible effort to reverse this trend."

                 The Olver amendment struck language from the bill that would prohibit                  the use of funds for any implementation of the Kyoto Protocol,                  an international agreement that requires countries to reduce carbon                  dioxide emissions. The original language would make it difficult                  for agencies to work on any issues related to climate change.

                 "While we may not be able to agree on the merits of the Kyoto                  protocol, we can certainly agree that this country needs to continue                  its efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, " Olver commented                  after the vote. "It was encouraging to see Republicans and                  Democrats come together and say that we can no longer ignore this                  problem."

                 President Bush has stated publicly that he will not support the                  Kyoto Protocol. Although there is little chance that the President                  would direct any federal agency to implement any aspect of Kyoto,                  the anti-Kyoto language could have prevented agencies from taking                  any action related to Kyoto. Since Kyoto calls for reductions                  in carbon dioxide emissions to combat global warming, this language                  would have had a chilling effect on any efforts to reduce carbon                  dioxide emissions. Carbon dioxide is the main greenhouse gas implicated                  in global warming.
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